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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . Claims 1-31 are presented for Examination. 

Priority 

2. A reference to the prior application No. 60/432,472, filed on Dec. 1 1 , 2002; 
application No. 60/443,894, filed on Jan. 30, 2003; application No. 60/457,179, filed on 
March 25, 2003; and application No. 60/445,925, filed on Feb. 6, 2003 have been 
inserted as the first sentence(s) of the specification of this application or in an 
application data sheet (37 CFR 1 .76). The claim for benefit of relying on the filing date 
of the prior application under 35 U.S.C. 119(e), 120, 121, or 365(c) is acknowledged. 

Information Disclosure Statement 

3. The listing of references in the specification is not a proper information disclosure 
statement. 37 CFR 1 .98(b) requires a list of all patents, publications, or other 
information submitted for consideration by the Office, and MPEP § 609.04(a) states, 
"the list may not be incorporated into the specification but must be submitted in a 
separate paper." Therefore, unless the references have been cited by the examiner on 
form PTO-892, they have not been considered. Incorporated references (Attorney 
Docket No. 14185 & Attorney Docket No. 14274) are disclosed in paragraph [02] and 
incorporated reference (Attorney Docket No. 14276) is disclosed in paragraph [53] of the 
specification. 
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Specification 

4. The specification is objected to as failing to provide proper antecedent basis for the 
claimed subject matter. See 37 CFR 1.75(d)(1) and MPEP § 608.01 (o). Correction of 
the following is required: The specification, according to paragraph [96], does not clearly 
or distinctly define the characteristics of each of the claimed processors of Claim 31, 
which states 'a media processing system processor, a media management system 
processor, a computer processor, media exchange software platform processor, and a 
media peripheral processor'. Due to the fact that no further disclosure is provided as to 
the distinctness of each claimed processor of Claim 31 , each claimed processor will be 
treated as indistinguishable and the broadest reasonable interpretation of a processor 
will be applied in the interpretation of Claim 31. 

5. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: The Serial 
Numbers (US Patent Application Numbers) are missing in paragraph [02] of the 
Incorporated by Reference section and paragraph [53] of the specification. Appropriate 
correction is required. 

Drawings 

6. The drawings are objected to because reference character C of Figure 5 is labeling 
an incorrect location as mentioned in the specification. According to paragraph [75] of 
the specification, reference character C should be labeling the portion of Figure 5 
where 'the first party 501 accesses the third-party channel 504 using a media guide 
user interface 502 on a PC 503'. Corrected drawing sheets in compliance with 37 CFR 
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1 .121(d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid abandonment of the 
application. Any amended replacement drawing sheet should include all of the figures 
appearing on the immediate prior version of the sheet, even if only one figure is being 
amended. The figure or figure number of an amended drawing should not be labeled as 
"amended." If a drawing figure is to be canceled, the appropriate figure must be 
removed from the replacement sheet, and where necessary, the remaining figures must 
be renumbered and appropriate changes made to the brief description of the several 
views of the drawings for consistency. Additional replacement sheets may be necessary 
to show the renumbering of the remaining figures. Each drawing sheet submitted after 
the filing date of an application must be labeled in the top margin as either 
"Replacement Sheet" or "New Sheet" pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .121(d). If the changes are 
not accepted by the examiner, the applicant will be notified and informed of any required 
corrective action in the next Office action. The objection to the drawings will not be held 
in abeyance. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

7. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

8. Claims 1-31 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Wood 
et al. (US PG Pub 2002/0054752) in view of Novak (US Pat No. 7,103,905). 
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With respect to Claim 1, the claimed "creating a channel guide for a new channel 
that supports communication of media called a media channel" is met by Wood et al. 
that teach the recording of select media programs and the creation of channel listings, 
of these 'personal channels', on a channel guide for the organization of the recorded 
programs (Abstract; paragraphs [0010], [0039], [0059], [0061]; and Fig. 10). 

The claimed "populating said channel guide for said new media channel with 
information identifying mixed media content" is met in part by Wood et al. that teach the 
creation of channel listings of recorded programs and the use of the channel guide 
information corresponding to these programs (paragraphs [0059] & [0064]). The Wood 
et al. reference does not explicitly teach the use of media from another source other 
than that of broadcast media. However, in the same field of endeavor, Novak teaches 
the creation of channels containing personal media content from a provider (upload 
source 122) that will be provided to an end subscriber (set top box 152 & television 154) 
in a similar way as that of broadcast media, with the addition of a synthetic channel 
listing, containing schedule & program information, in their program guide (Abstract; 
col. 2, lines 9-14; col. 3, lines 40-45; col. 6,a lines 51-55; col. 7, lines 16-21; col. 10, lines 
56-67; col.11, lines 60-64; col. 12, lines 10-26, lines 39-58; & Figs.1,2,8,& 9). 

It would have been obvious to one skilled in the art at the time the invention was 
made to have combined the creation of channel listings for the organization of recorded 
broadcast media, as taught by the Wood et at. reference, with a system allowing a user 
to receive personal media in the same manner as broadcast media in order to provide a 
user a more complete and enjoyable television viewing experience. A person of ordinary 
skill in the art would have been motivated to make such a modification to the Wood et 
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al. reference in order to permit the creation of a media channel containing not only 
regular broadcast media, but also personal media. 

With respect to the claimed "at least one of: displaying said information 
identifying said mixed media content within said channel guide; and communicating said 
mixed media content via said new media channel" is met by Wood et al. that teach the 
displaying of the personal channel content by way of an EPG (paragraph [0061], [0064] 
& Fig. 10). 

With respect to Claim 2, the claimed "wherein said mixed media content 
comprises at least one personal media content and at least one broadcast media 
content" is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 1 above. 

With respect to Claim 3, the claimed "receiving said at least one broadcast media 
content from at least one third (3 rd ) party broadcaster" is met by Wood et al. that teach 
the recording of broadcast media content from a 3 rd party broadcaster (Figs. 7-10, 
paragraph 0032). 

With respect to Claim 4, the claimed "storing said received at least one broadcast 
media content" is met by Wood et al. that teach the use of video storage 105 in storing 
media programs (paragraphs [0028] & [0029]). 

With respect to Claim 5, the claimed "linking said stored at least one broadcast 
media content to a portion of said information identifying said mixed media content 
which corresponds to said at least one broadcast media content" is met by Wood et al. 
that teach the use of an EPG in listing information related to recorded media programs 
scheduled for viewing (Fig. 10, paragraph [0061] & [0064]). 
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With respect to Claim 6, the claimed "storing at least a portion of said at least one 
personal media content" is met by Wood et al. that teach the use of video storage 105 in 
storing media programs (paragraphs [0028] & [0029]). 

With respect to Claim 7, the claimed "identifying said at least said one personal 
media content" is met by Wood et al. that teach the recording of metadata associated 
with the recorded media program, from the channel guide, so that the user may easily 
identify the recorded show (paragraph [0040]). 

With respect to Claim 8, the claimed " associating said identified at least one 
personal media content with a portion of said information identifying said mixed media 
content which corresponds to said at least one personal media content" is met by Wood 
et al. that teach the use of an EPG in listing information related to recorded media 
programs scheduled for viewing (Fig. 10, paragraph [0061] & [0064]). 

With respect to Claim 9, the claimed "scheduling within said created channel 
guide, at least one of said at least one personal media content and said at least one 
broadcast media content for presentation" is met by Wood et al. that teach the 
scheduling of the recorded media programs for viewing on a 'personal channel' 
(paragraphs [0059], [0061], [0067]; & Fig. 10). 

With respect to Claim 10, the claimed "assigning at least a date and a time within 
said created channel guide for said presentation of said at least one personal media 
content and said at least one broadcast media content" is met by Wood et al. that teach 
the use of an EPG in listing 'personal channels' with recorded media programs, where 
the EPG is capable of assigning a date and a time to the channel listings (Fig. 10 and 
paragraph [0061]). 
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Claim 21 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 1 . In addition, 
Wood et al. teaches the use of processor 101 in a video data recorder, which enables 
the recording of media programs and the creation of 'personal channels' (Fig.1 ; 
paragraph [0010] & [0024]). 

Claim 22 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 2. 

Claim 23 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 3. 

Claim 24 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 4. 

Claim 25 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 5. 

Claim 26 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 6. 

Claim 27 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 7. 

Claim 28 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 8. 
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Claim 29 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 9. 
Claim 30 is met as previously discussed with respect to Claim 10. 

With respect to claim 31, the claimed "wherein said processor is at least one of a 
media processing system processor, a media management system processor, a 
computer processor, media exchange software platform processor and a media 
peripheral processor" is met by Wood et al. that teach the use of processor 101 in a 
personal video recorder (Fig.1 ; paragraphs [0010] & [0024]). 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Thomas et al. (US Patent Application Publication US 2002/0059621) teaches 
the storage, retrieval, & manipulation of personal media & on-demand media content 
stored on a remote server network. 
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Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jorge Mendoza Jr. whose telephone number is (571) 
270-5087. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday through Friday 7:30 am - 
4:00 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dennis Chow can be reached at (571) 272-7767. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is (703) 872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 

Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 

applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 

information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 

more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov . Should you 

have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 

Center (EBC) at 8660217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a USPTO 

Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information system, call 

800-786-91 99 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571 -272-1 000. 

/Jorge Mendoza/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 4126 
I J.M.I 



/Dennis-Doon Chow/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4126 



